
Ahmad and his 
brother retreated 

to a small house in 
Ereb Werane, in 

Afrin

Ahmad and his 
brother ran a small 

clothing store in 
Aleppo

The factory was 
looted by forces on 
both sides of the 

Syrian civil war. They 
were forced to close

They bought a 
house to use as a 

save heaven 
across the border 

in Gaziantep, 
Turkey in 2013

Their lives became a 
world of forcible conspription into 

militias, domination by warlords and 
the threat of violence and 

kidnapping

Ahmad favored 
leaving, Farid argued that 

they should wait

Summer 2014, 
Farid is kidnapped 

and they are 
forced the sell the 
house to raise the 
$120, 000 ransom.

Staying began to 
seem much riskier 

than staying

Ahamd plans to 
run alone and later 

apply for family 
reunification, but 
his mother told 
him their family 

could be split and 
not to risk it

Ahmad and his 
brothers, Farid and 

Mahammad, decided to 
go together with their 
wives and children

Three months 
before they leave 

the plans falls 
apart

Mahammad's 
oldest son, Nabih, 
develops welts on 
his body. He has 

blood cancer

Nabih couldn't make the 
journey, so Mahammad and his wife, 
along with their youngest son, stayed 
behind. Mahammad's daughter went 
with Ahmad. She does not know her 

brother has cancer

By they time they 
leave, Turkey had 

closed it's borders to 
Syrians, the Majids 

had to sneak in. 
Farid went went first 

than Ahmad

The Majids are in a train going through 
Macedonia and reach Serbia before 

11pm

Meanwhile Farid and his family 
are boarding a bus to Kanjiza, in 
Belgrade, Heading to Hungary

Ahmad and the young 
men plan to walk but 
are picked up by a 
belief agency bus. 

Farid gets dumped by a 
taxi, but i sthen rescued 
by te bus Ahamd is in.

The Majids are 
then in the camp 

at the Serbian 
borders.

After spending time a day 
registering in Preservo, they 

are placed on buses to 
Belgrade, the Serbian capital. 

They arrive there and are 
deposited in a public park

The Majids give away 
one of their tents to a 

family with four children 
who are cold and wet

A smuggler offers to take 
them to Austria for C 1, 

350 with a children 
discount. Ahmad can't 
afford it, so they sneak 

through Hungarian bordes

In Belgrade 
they start talking 
about going to 
Germany. They 
then decide to 

take a chance in 
Sweden

They catch a bus to Kanjiza. The bus driver 
offers to continue to Horgos, closer to the border, 

for another C 5 per seat. The Majid agree

The Majids sneak 
into Hungary. 

They spend the 
night hiding in a 

farmer's field. The 
Majids pay C 

2,500 for three 
cars to take them 
to the train station 

inin Budapest.

The journalist that 
have been with the 
Majids buys them 

tickets. Train travel is 
cut to those without 

proper document. The 
tickets are denied

The goverment of 
Prime Minister Viktor 

Orban has been 
allowing refugees to 
move on to Austria 
and then Germany

Five days in 
Budapest


